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Introduction 


This account is inspired by my great grandmother, Sarah Elizabeth Weightman, whose picture 
appears on the cover. She was a daughter of Thomas Weightman (c.1814-1888) anda 
granddaughter of John Weightman (1772-1853) who was born at Shawell, which was the 
home of four generations of his Weightman forebears. 


Spelling variations for the Weightman surname include Whiteman, Wightman and Witeman. 
Where a specific source is quoted the spelling found in it is used. Otherwise, references to the 
surname are standardised to Weightman. Unless otherwise stated, the baptisms, marriages 
and burials mentioned took place at Shawell. The probate records mentioned are, prior to its 
abolition on 11 January 1858, from the Archdeaconry of Leicester Court. 


Thank you to Cotesbach Educational Trust and Elizabeth Raven for help in carrying out my 
research; to Internet Archive, Wikimedia Commons, The National Library of Scotland and 
Leicester University for making freely available online digitised editions of books and maps; to 
The National Archives for access to a vast range of original records. 


Francis Howcutt 
1 January 2024 


francishowcutt@qmail.com 
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First Weightman generations at Shawell 


Richard WEIGHTMAN 
married 1664 
buried 1701 


William WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1665 
buried 1733 


Thomas WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1698/9 
married 1732 

buried 1776 


William WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1737 

married 1766 

buried 1807 


Anne VICARS 


buried 1692 


Elizabeth 


buried 1727 


Mary HURLEY or WHORLE 


buried 1751 


Mary BECKNEY 


buried 1816 


Children of William Weightman & Mary Beckney 


Thomas WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1769 


Ann WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1770 


John WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1772 
married 1810 

died 1853 


William WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1775 

married 1815 

died 1864 


Grace WEIGHTMAN 
baptised 1780 
married 1811 

died 1859 


ANN PARKES 
born about 1775 


buried 1835 


Mary TOWNSEND 
born about 1788 


died 1865 


Richard MARRIOTT 
born about 1787 


died 1857 
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Shawell 


Shawell, a parish at the extreme south of 
Leicestershire, is adjacent to its border with 
Warwickshire and now close to the junction of the 
Mi and M6 motorways. The 1670 hearth tax list 
recorded a total of 28 householders. [1] The 1801 
census reported its population as 195. The parish 
church of All Saints stands at the south end of the 
village. The picture on the left was drawn in 1795 
and shows the building as it was when the 
Weightman family lived in the parish. [2] Apart 
from the tower, the building was demolished in 
1865 and a new structure completed in the 
following year. [3] Although a small village, Shawell had a school and an almshouse that had 
been founded with support from legacies in the will of John Elkington of Shawell which was 
proved in 1604. [4] 


Sources for this article include the Shawell parish registers and bishop’s transcripts (see 
Appendix A). The churchwardens’ accounts for the parish go back to 1609 and include tables 
that set out the names of those who held various parish offices between 1645 and 1775. [5] 
From these lists it is possible to detect the years in which various members of the Weightman 
family had such responsibilities. The number of adult males living in the parish was limited and 
parochial chores seem to have been rotated amongst a large proportion of them, with offices 
usually changing hands each year. 


Shawell is within Guthlaxton hundred - an area south of Leicester that extends as far as the 
borders with Northamptonshire and Warwickshire. Most of the parishes consist of a fairly small 
village, sometimes with subsidiary hamlets. Lutterworth, some three miles from Shawell, is its 
nearest market town and was home to 1,652 people in 1801. 


The 1670 hearth tax for Leicestershire records a total of seven householders with Weightman 
or a similar surname living in places close to Shawell at Lutterworth, Broughton Astley and 
Bitteswell (see Appendix B). Probate records relating to the parishes in Guthlaxton hundred 
demonstrate that the Weightman surname was present in a number of other parishes close to 
Shawell (see Appendix C). 


Richard Weightman & Anne Vicars 


None of the 27 householders liable to pay hearth tax at Shawell at Michaelmas 1664 had 
Weightman or a similar surname. [6] However, it was only a few weeks later that Richard 
Wightman and Anne Vicars were recorded as both living in that parish when they were married 
at Shawell church on 27 October. 


The origins of Richard and of Anne have not been established, but it is likely that Richard was 
related to the Whitemans who lived at Lutterworth and elsewhere in the vicinity. There may 
have been a connection with an academic named John Weightman who was buried at Shawell 
in 1674 (see Appendix D). Anne was presumably a relative of Elizabeth Vicars who was buried 
at Shawell on 17 April 1667. 
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The baptism entries for each of the following children identify their father as Richard 
Wightman/Weightman and, except for the baptism of Mary, also record the mother’s name as 
Anne: 


Name Baptised | Married Buried 
William 1665 Elizabeth 1733 
Thomas 1666/7 n/a 1676 
John 1669 n/a 1670/1 
Edward 1671/2 1707/8 
Richard 1673/4 n/a 1674 
Elizabeth | 1675/6 

Mary 1679 n/a 1679 


Despite these repeated indications of Richard’s residence at Shawell, his name does not 
appear in the Michaelmas 1670 hearth tax list for the parish either as liable or exempt from 
payment. The most likely explanation is that he lived in with an employer or, possibly, that he 
occupied a property under an arrangement where the landlord had agreed to pay the tax. 


The probate records of two Shawell residents provide references to Richard, but neither of the 
testators indicate a family relationship to him: 


e On 8 December 1675, Richard was a witness to the nuncupative (i.e. verbal) will of 
Edward Fadlett. This was clearly made on his deathbed as Edward's burial took place 
only two days later. 


rh Mark, 


hake GY py h mon 


e James Elkington, described as a gentleman, made his will on 27 February 1684/5. The 
numerous bequests included 2 shillings and 6 pence to Richard Wightman. 


Richard held the office of Collector at Shawell in 1666 and 1686 and of Constable in 1682. 
‘Richard Whiteman’ was written in the column for Constables in 1693 but then crossed out and 
replaced by another. 


The schoolmaster at Shawell in the latter part of the 17th century was Mr Kirk who is 
mentioned in the Shawell parish register as ‘c/erke’ and as ‘schoo/master’. He was appointed 
curate of Shawell on 19 December 1681 and buried there on 14 November 1712. Edward 
Weightman, one of his pupils, went on to be admitted as a sizar at St John’s College, 
Cambridge on 25 June 1694 with his age stated as 22, which accords with the date of the 
baptism of Richard’s son of that name. As a sizar, Edward would have received some support 
for the cost of being an undergraduate. The records of St John’s College confirm that Edward’s 
father was indeed Richard, described as a husbandman. [7] Edward’s time at Cambridge may 
have been short-lived, as there is no record of him graduating and he was buried at Shawell. 


Ann Whiteman was buried on 22 April 1692 and Richard Whiteman on 17 May 1702. 


The Weightman family at Shawell v0O1 
by Francis Howcutt © 2024. 
This work is openly licenced via CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0 


William Weightman & Elizabeth 


No record has been found of William’s marriage to Elizabeth, but she is recorded as the 
mother when each of his three known children were baptised and was also described as his 
wife at the time of her burial. The children of the family were: 


Name Baptised | Married Buried 
Thomas 1698/9 Mary Hurley or Whorle 1731 or 1732 | 1776 
William 1701 1730/1 
Elizabeth 1705 n/a 1727 


October 1727 was not a happy month for the Weightman family, as Elizabeth (William’s wife) 
was buried on the 9th and their daughter Elizabeth followed her to the grave 15 days later. 


Shawell parish register contains numerous references to donations collected for charitable 
causes, often for the victims of fires. Although their homes were situated almost as far as it 
was possible to be from the coastline of England, the inhabitants of Shawell also had some 
awareness of events overseas. These included a collection on 11 July 1658 ‘towards the 
Releife of the Protestants driven out of Poland’ and on 18 June 1693 ‘for the Redemption of 
Captives in Algiers, Sally, & other places in Barbary, & on the coasts of Africa’. In most cases, 
the amounts given by each individual is not recorded, an exception being those gathered on 
17 April 1699 ‘towards ye relief of ye french protestants ye Vaudois who were banished their 
native country for ye sake of their protestant Religion’ when the 38 donations received at 
Shawell raised a total of £1.6s.3d. William Whiteman contributed 6d towards that amount. 


William Whiteman served in these offices at Shawell: 


Year Office 

1698 Churchwarden 

1699 Constable 

1702 Collector for the poor 

1703 Overseer for the highways 

1705 Overseer for the highways 

1711 Constable 

1716 Collector for the poor 

1717 Overseer for the highways 

1722 Overseer for the highways 

1723 Constable 

1724 Overseer for the poor & Constable 
1726-1728 | Churchwarden 

1731 Overseer for the poor & highways & Constable 


The signature of ‘\W. Whiteman’ can be found on the bishop’s transcript for the year 1728-9, in 
his role as churchwarden. 


Wiha (40 ae’ 
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William Whiteman was buried on 9 March 1733. Administration of the estate of William 
Wightman, a shoemaker of Shawell, was granted to his son Thomas Wightman, a shepherd, 
on 17 May 1733. The inventory of William’s chattels taken on 17 April 1733 by William Flavill 
and John Flavill and listed these items: 


£ Ss d 

Cattle in field 22 00 00 
Purse & Apparell 0 08 04 
In the chamber 1 10 00 
Goods in the House 2 00 00 
Hay 0 15 00 
26 13 04 


Thomas Weightman & Mary Hurley or Whorle 


Thomas’ marriage to Mary Hurley or Whorle is recorded with different dates and spellings of 
the bride’s surname in the parish registers of Swinford (28 September 1731) and Shawell (15 
November 1732). [8] There was an interval at Shawell between the death of the Rector, 
Edward Sherrier (buried on 21 February 1730/1) and the induction of his successor John 
Harper on 27 April 1732. The most plausible reason for there being two ceremonies is 
probably that Thomas and Mary travelled the two miles to Swinford in order to marry prior to 
the vacancy at Shawell being filled and then, after the new Rector arrived there, arranged a 
second celebration in their home parish. 


Thomas Whiteman served in these offices at Shawell: 


Year Office 

1734 Highways 

1738 Highways 

1744 Overseer of the poor 
1745-1746 | Highways 

1745 Constable 


He was presumably the ‘Mr Witeman’ who served as Constable in 1764. The signature of ‘Tho 
Whiteman’ appears when he was one of the inhabitants of Shawell who signed approval of the 
accounts of the overseer of the poor for the years 1738 and 1739 and also (as shown below) 
on the bond dated 7 May 1733 for the administration of his father’s estate. 


em ea oy 
J#CzL OCS Le Muar 


‘Mary, wife of Thomas Whiteman’ was buried on 22 April 1751. 


In 1763, Thomas purchased the property whose history is described in Appendix E. 
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The only record found in the Shawell parish registers or bishops’ transcripts of a christening of 
any child of Thomas and Mary is that of their son William in 1737. However, the abstract of 
title summarised in Appendix E states that on 12 February 1767, Thomas Wightman, labourer 
of Shawell made a will which set out bequests to his son William and his two daughters 
Elizabeth and Mary Weightman. The will itself has not been located and does not appear to 
have been proved at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury or Leicester Archdeaconry Court. 


Thomas Wightman was buried on 28 June 1776. 


William Weightman & Mary Beckney 


William, son of Thomas and Mary Whiteman, was baptised on 11 April 1737. The abstract of 
title compiled in 1861 and the will made in 1767 to which it refers confirm that William was a 
son of Thomas Wightman who purchased the property concerned in 1763. 


William Wightman, a bachelor, married Mary Beckney, a spinster, on 24 October 1766. They 
both signed their names. 


The marriage took place after banns and was described as ‘with the consent of parents’, which 
normally indicates that at least one of the pair was a minor. However, the age of 82 recorded 
when Mary was buried in 1816 makes her about 32 years old at the time of her marriage and 
William was about 29 at the time. 


Samuel Carter, a clergyman, was living at Shawell and ‘in an Indifferent State of Health’ when 
he made his will on 7 February 1766. Apart from provision for his son, daughter and grandson, 
the only bequest was to ‘my Maid Servant Mary Beckney’ who was to receive £8 within six 
months of his decease. ‘The Revd. Mr. Carter late Master of this School’ was buried on 14 
March of the same year, so the legacy should have reached Mary before her wedding later that 
year. Mary’s origins have not been ascertained. Samuel Carter was apparently living at 
Shawell as early as 1750, when his daughter Hannah Fox Carter married John Bosworth at 
Kimcote, both being of Shawell. At that stage Mary Beckney would have been about 16 years 
old, suggesting that she was probably recruited locally. However, that is not necessarily the 
case as Samuel Carter was also familiar with other parts of England — for instance, his 
daughter Hannah Fox had been baptised at Holy Trinity, Cambridge in 1724. 


William and Mary had these children: 


Name Baptised Married Buried 
Thomas 1769 1806 
Ann 1770 

John 1772 Ann Parkes 1810 1853 
William 1775 Mary Townsend 1815 1864 
Grace 1780 Richard Marriott 1811 1859 


The Weightman family at Shawell v0O1 
by Francis Howcutt © 2024. 
This work is openly licenced via CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0 


William Whiteman was one of those reported to two manorial courts for breaches of 
regulations relating to land at Shawell. The Court Leet and Court Baron for the Manor of 
Shawell met on 26 May 1790 and charged him 6 pence for making an encroachment on the 
waste by laying a dung hill. On 22 October 1791, amongst the orders made by the Jury for the 
inhabitants of Shawell, at a Court held at Cottesbach, the Homage presented a number of 
individuals for encroaching on the Lord of the manor's waste. Amongst those involved was 
William Whiteman who was charged 3d in connection with a stack of faggots encroaching on 
the waste of the Lord of the manor. [9] 


When Thomas Whiteman, aged 36, was buried on 18 March 1806 he was described as ‘son of 
Willm. Whiteman’. 


William Whiteman was buried on 27 December 1807; his age was not recorded in the parish 
register. 


Mary Whiteman, a widow of Shawell, was buried there on 4 October 1816, her age being 
recorded as 82. 


John Weightman & Ann Parkes 


John, son of William & Mary Wightman, was baptised on 22 March 1772, seven days after His 
birth. 


John Whiteman and Ann Parkes were both living at Hinckley when they married there on 12 
January 1810. Both the bride and the groom made their marks and did not sign the register. 
Ann’‘s origins have not been identified. 


John and Ann had three children baptised at Hinckley, which is about 12 miles from Shawell. 
They were also the parents of Thomas Weightman who each census from 1851 to 1881 record 
as born at Hinckley and who when he married Elizabeth Blinco named his father as John 
Weightman, a groom. The four children were: 


Name Baptised Married Buried/Died 
William 1810 

George 1813 n/a 1819 
Thomas (born c.1814) Elizabeth Blinco 1858 | 1888 
Joseph 1817 Sarah Dale 1838 1893 


Ann Weightman of Hinckley was buried there on 15 November 1835, aged 60. 


In the 1841 census, John Weightman, an agricultural labourer, was living at Lower Bond 
Street, Hinckley; his age was recorded as 70 (i.e. in the 70-74 age group). 


The 1851 census includes John Whiteman, a widower aged 86, as an inmate of Hinckley 
Workhouse, Burbage Road. His occupation was shown as ‘pauper (lab)’ and his birthplace as 
‘Shauwell, Leicestershire’. 
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John Weightman was described as a horse keeper when his death from influenza was 
registered. He had died at Hinckley workhouse on 3 April 1853 and was buried at Hinckley two 
days later. 


The birth years indicated by these sources are as follows: 


Source Age recorded Birth years indicated 
1841 census 70-74 1766-1771 
1851 census 86 1764-1765 
1853 death certificate | 86 1766-1767 
1853 burial 88 1764-1765 


The only John Weightman (or variation of the surname) recorded as baptised at Shawell 
between 1760 and 1800 was the son of William and Mary Wightman; he had been born on 15 
March 1772 and was christened there seven days later. William and Mary were the only couple 
with the surname who had children christened in that parish during those four decades. 
Therefore, the ages found in the records of 1841 to 1853 are inaccurate and John Weightman 
only lived to the age of 81. 


William Weightman & Mary Townsend 


William, son of William Wightman, was baptised on 30 April 1775. Although his mother’s name 
was not stated in the parish register, she was evidently Mary Beckney whom his father 
married in 1766 and who was buried in 1816. 


Evidence from sources mentioned below confirm that, like his brother John, William moved to 
Hinckley, where he married Mary Townsend on 22 March 1815. The marriage took place by 
licence. Both parties signed their names in the register and were stated to be living at 
Hinckley. The marriage licence allegation confirms they were bachelor and spinster. 


In 1829, Mr William Wightman was the tenant in occupation of several closes of land at 
Hinckley containing 22 acres, 34 perches. [10] 


The 1841 census records William Weightman as a farmer in the 65-69 age group, living at 
Back Lane, Hinckley, along with Mary Weightman (45-49 age group) and 2-year-old Hannah 
Beardsmore. 


At the time of the 1851 census, William and Mary ‘Wrightman’ were living at Trinity Street, 
Hinckley with a 4-year-old grandchild William Beardmore. Mary was described as aged 62 and 
born at Wolvey, Warwickshire and her recorded as an ‘occupier of land occupying 12 acres’, 
aged 75 and born at Hinckley. The last of these statements does not agree with his entry in 
the 1861 census and is probably a clerical error by the enumerator, who in 1851 wrote ‘do.’ 
(i.e. ditto) in William’s line of the birthplace column to repeat those recorded for a number of 
others who appear immediately above him in the schedule. 


The latter years of William’s life were not happy. One of the cases heard at the Petty Sessions 
at Lutterworth on 7 August 1858 involved William Weightman, a labourer of Shawell, charged 
by Thomas Addison, a farmer and grazier who was also from Shawell, with what newspaper 
accounts either called ‘an unnatural offence’ or that he ‘attempted a gross offence’. The charge 
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could not be substantiated and the case was dismissed. The apparent absence of a human 
witness and the occupation of the prosecutor suggest that the unnamed alleged victim had 
four legs rather than two. The newspaper reports differ as to the age of the accused. The 
Leicestershire Mercury reported that he was 88 and the Northampton Mercury that he was ‘in 
his 84" year’; the latter report is consistent with the date of his baptism in 1775. [11] 


By 1861, William and Mary were living apart. The census recorded him at Rugby as ‘William 
Wightm.’ aged 86 and born at ‘Showel’, Leicestershire. He was the only occupier of a house in 
a yard at Gas Street, described as married and of independent means. In the same census, 
Mary Wightman was living on her own at Trinity Lane, Hinckley and stated that she was a 72- 
year-old annuitant. It is evident that as far as she was concerned the separation from William 
was permanent, as Mary claimed to be a widow. 


In June 1861, the solicitor dealing with the sale of the former Weightman cottage interviewed 
William to obtain details of how the ownership had descended through the family. However, 
when a declaration to set this out was drawn up and read to him William refused to sign. [12] 


The death indexes for England and Wales from 1861 to 1880 have been searched for William's 
death (including surname variations). Only one record relates to a person born before 1785 
whose death was registered in the Hinckley or Rugby districts. This was the death of William 
Wightman aged 88 which was registered at Rugby in the March quarter of 1864. The register 
of St Andrew, Rugby records the burial on 25 February 1864 of ‘William Wightman aged 84 of 
Rugby’. Assuming that he was baptised soon after birth, William’s true age would have been 
88 or 89. 


Mary Weightman, aged 76, of Hinckley was buried there on 27 March 1865 in a vault in the 
consecrated part of new cemetery. 


Grace Weightman & Richard Marriott 


Grace, daughter of William and Mary Whiteman, was baptised on 21 March 1780. She married 
Richard Marriott by banns on 8 October 1811. Both bride and groom were then living at 
Shawell and both made their mark in the register. The couple had two children, both of whom 
were christened and buried at Shawell: 
e Mary Whiteman Marriott was baptised on 27 July 1817 and living with her parents at 
the time of the 1841 census. She did not marry but died on 24 October 1846. 
e Thomas Marriott only lived for four days and was buried on 22 January 1820. 


Tithes were originally a tax by which one tenth of agricultural produce was paid in kind to 
support the clergy and sometimes other owners of former church land. Many of these taxes 
were extinguished, particularly by the allocation in some enclosure awards of land in their 
place. However, payments in kind were still due in the early 19th century for some of the land 
in the parish of Shawell. The 1836 Tithe Commutation Act required the remaining tithes in 
kind to be converted to payments in money called a tithe rent charge and initiated surveys to 
clarify which areas were subject to tithes, who owned them and how much was due and to 
whom. The survey for the parish of Shawell generated two documents, which are held at The 
National Archives where their references are: 

e IR29/19/129 (schedule dated 30 June 1840) 

e IR30/19/129 (map drawn in 1839) 
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None of the property recorded in the schedule was owned or occupied by people with the 
Weightman surname, though it did form part of the names of fields listed in Appendix F. The 
map and schedule mention Richard Marriott in connection with the following properties (areas 
are expressed in acres-roods-perches): 


eee Landowner Occupier Description Pisa poe Cate 
on plan P P (**) to Rector 
171 Richard Marriott Richard Marriott | House & garden 0-0-11 | £0-01-00 
198 Richard Marriott Richard Marriott | Plot (arable) 2-0-21 | Tithe free 
Rev. Wm. Multon ; : Parsons meadow 
88 Blencowe (Glebe) Richard Marriott (grass) 6-0-01 | £1-06-03 
Rev. Wm. Multon : . Parsons far 
89 Blencowe (Glebe) Richard Marriott meadow (grass) 5-2-21 | £1-04-08 


The 1841 census recorded Richard and Grace living at Shawell in the same house as their 
daughter Mary. Richard’s occupation was reported as a dealer. 


Richard and Grace Marriott also appear in the 1851 census at Shawell. Grace was described as 
aged 71 and born at Shawell and Richard as a 63-year-old calf dealer who had been born at 
Slawston, Leicestershire. 


Richard described himself as a yeoman when he made his will on 16 May 1857, leaving 
everything to Grace. On 3 February 1859, Grace Marriott made her own will. This bequeathed 
all her property to be managed by Rev Edward Elmhurst of Shawell as trustee. 15 shillings a 
week was to be paid for life to her brother who was described as ‘William Wightman of 
Shawell' along with the use of her household goods and furniture. None of the other 
beneficiaries of the will appear to have been relatives. 


Richard Marriott died on 17 June 1857 and Grace on 15 March 1859. Both were buried at 
Shawell, where their tombstone still stands under a large spreading tree, just south of the 
entrance porch of the church. To the north of their grave stands a monument and footstone 
for their daughter, whose name was inscribed as “Mary Whightman Marriott”. 


Richard & Grace Marriott tombstones Mary 
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Appendix A: Shawell parish registers and bishops’ transcripts 


Indices by FindMyPast (FMP) to its scans of the Shawell parish registers have been searched 
for Weightman entries in these periods and the entries found checked with the registers: 

e Baptisms = 1559-1849 

e Marriages = 1558-1790 

e Burials = 1558-1849 
In addition, the whole of the register has been read through for the period 1760-1851. 


Bishops’ transcripts were copies of the entries that were supposed to be sent to the bishop. 
Handlist of Leicestershire Parish Register Transcripts states that the bishops’ transcripts for 
Shawell survive for these years: 1561, 1563, 1583, 1590, 1604, 1606, 1609, 1612-13, 1617, 
1622, 1625-9, 1632-4, 1636-9, 1661-9, 1671-84, 1686-8, 1691-5, 1697, 1699-1701, 1704-5, 
1708, 1711, 1714-15, 1717-18, 1720-4, 1728, 1732-1837, 1842-9. [13] 

All surviving bishop's transcripts have been read through for the period 1661-1760. 


Appendix B: Weightman householders in Guthlaxton hundred 
The 1670 hearth tax list includes the names of some 1900 householders in Guthlaxton, 


whether or not they were liable to pay the tax; it has been searched for all Weightman, 
Whiteman and similar entries, with these results: 


Place Householders Hearths Miles from 
Shawell 
Bitteswell William Weightman 1 4 
Broughton Astley _| Richard Weightman 2 9 
Broughton Astley | John Weightman 1 9 
Lutterworth Richard Weightman, junior 3 3 
Lutterworth Richard Weightman, senior 1 3 
Lutterworth Widow Weightman 1 3 
(exempt) 
Lutterworth William Weightman 1 3 


Appendix C: Weightman probate records in Guthlaxton hundred 


Indices to records of the courts listed provide details of wills and administrations for these 
people with the surname who lived in a parish in Guthlaxton hundred. The date of the will is 
shown in brackets where there is no record of the date of probate. 

e Leicester Archdeaconry Court (LAC) (1495-1649 & 1660-1750). 

e Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) & Court of Civil Commission (CCC) (1384-1858). 


Probate | Name Place Description Court Reference 
[1519] | Thomas Wyttman Frolesworth LAC Folio 367 

1587 William Wightman Lutterworth LAC Will No. 113 
1633 Thomas Whiteman Lutterworth LAC Will No. 58 

1633 Richard Whiteman Lutterworth LAC Will No. 211 
1641 Richard Wightman Broughton Astley LAC Will No. 83 

1642 John Wightman Broughton LAC Will No. 32 

1656 Gerah Weightman Lutterworth Shoemaker CCC PROB11/258/141 
1661 William Wightman Lutterworth Yeoman PCC PROB11/305/84 
1663 William Whiteman Lutterworth LAC Will C 62 
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1667 Richard Wightman ee Astley LAC Admon. 67 

1669 William Weightman | Broughton LAC Will No. 47 

1700 Richard Wightman Lutterworth LAC Will No. 16 
1705/6 | Alice Wightman Lutterworth LAC Will No. 111 

1713 William Weightman | Lutterworth Farmer LAC 

1721/2 | John Whiteman Lutterworth LAC Admon. 

1726 Richard Wightman __| Bruntingthorpe Fellmonger PCC PROB11/609/253 
1727 Emm Wightman Lutterworth Widow LAC Admon. V.G 

1733 William Whiteman Shawell Shoemaker LAC Admon. 

1735/6 | Richard Whiteman Lutterworth Innholder LAC 

1744 John Wightman North Kilworth Senior LAC 

1748 William Wightman North Kilworth LAC 

1824 John Whiteman North Kilworth Grazier PCC PROB11/1682/200 
1829 Thomas Whiteman North Kilworth Grazier PCC PROB11/1753/383 
1855 | Thomas Whiteman _ | North Kilworth ee is PCC | PROB11/2207/109 


Appendix D: John Wightman the academic 


‘John Weightman’ who was buried at Shawell on 21 September 1674 was described as a 
gentleman in the bishops’ transcripts but more specifically as a Fellow of Trinity College 
Cambridge in the parish register. 

John Wightman or Whitman was 16 years old when admitted as a sizar at Caius College, 
Cambridge on 5 January 1659/60. He had been born at Cardington, Bedfordshire, some 44 
miles from Shawell; this casts doubt about whether he was closely related to the 
Leicestershire Weightmans. John had attended school at Shefford and Bedford and was a 
scholar at Caius from 1659-61, matriculating in 1660. He migrated to Trinity College on 30 
May 1661, where he was a scholar, receiving his BA in 1664-5 and MA in 1668. He was 
appointed junior Fellow of Trinity in 1667 and senior Fellow in the following year and was 
incorporated at Oxford in 1669. [14] His father, also named John Whiteman, has been 
identified as John Bunyan’s predecessor as a nonconformist minister at Bedford. [15] 


Appendix E: The Weightman cottage, Main Street, Shawell 


A cottage abutting the west side of Main Street, immediately to the south of the ‘White Swan’, 
was owned and/or occupied by members of the Weightman family for the whole of the period 
from 1763 to 1859. Its location in 1839 was recorded as plot 171 in the tithe redemption map, 
which shows a rectangular building approximately 31 feet wide and 18 feet deep. However, by 
the beginning of the 20th century, most of the frontage formerly occupied by the Weightman 
cottage was clear of buildings. [16] 


A record of the ownership of this property from 1763 onwards is set out in an abstract of title 
compiled in 1861 for its sale by Benjamin Letts. [17] The abstract has these main details that 
relate to the Weightman family. 


8 April 1763 - William Beale of Shawell, weaver, sold an assortment of property to Thomas 
Wightman of Shawell, labourer for £25. This was described as: 
e One Cow Common or Cottage Common for one cow in a piece of ground in the Liberty 
of Shawell called Poor’s Lot. 
e The north end of a messuage etc. at Shawell containing two bays of building. 
e The north part of the adjoining orchard or backside. 
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e Access to come into the yard or backside of land purchased by William Hatfield to use 
the pump. 

e One seat in the pew on the north side of Shawell parish church. 

e Bricks of the Brewhouse chimney and timber belonging to the former chamber floor 
over the Brewhouse. 


12 February 1767 - Thomas Wightman, a labourer of Shawell made a will with the following 
bequests: 

e To his son William Weightman and his two daughters Elizabeth and Mary Weightman - 
the house and garden at Shawell adjoining William Hatfield to be parted equally 
between them. 

e To his son William — Half the common belonging to that house. 

e To his two daughters Elizabeth and Mary Weightman - the north bay to be parted 
between them and also the other half part of the common. 


9 &10 May 1826 - Indentures of lease and release by which Richard Marriott of Shawell, 
huckster purchased property from John Wightman of Hinckley, a horse keeper. This consisted 
of the Cow Common at Poor’s Lot, the dwelling house of two bays, garden, right to use the 
pump and seat in the church as described in the conveyance of 1763. The property was 
reserved for the use of Richard Marriott for life, then to the use of William Wightman of 
Hinckley, farmer, for life and then to the heirs and assigns of Richard Marriott for ever. John’s 
wife Ann concurred with the transaction and he acknowledged receipt of £84. 


14 May 1857 - Indenture by (1) Richard Marriott & Grace his wife and (2) Benjamin Letts of 
Shawell, farmer and grazier. By this Letts paid £140 to Richard Marriott for the property 
described in the 1763 conveyance. The sale was subject to the house, garden, orchard and 
pew being held to the use of Richard and Grace until the last of them died. This document 
stated that the property had been in the successive tenures or occupations of William Beale, 
Thomas Wightman, William Wightman his son, John Wightman, grandson of the said Thomas 
Wightman, and afterwards of Richard Marriott (at that time and for the past 30 years). 


Appendix F: Field Names 


The Shawell tithe commutation schedule of 1840 does not mention any property in the parish 
as being owned or occupied by people with the Weightman surname. However, it does list 
these five plots that featured the family name, all of which were then owned by Sir Robert 
Wilmot and occupied by Joseph Addison. 


ne Description Acre | Rood | Perch 
on plan 

32 Whitemans Close (grass) 9 2 04 
32a Road in Whitemans Close (grass) 0 2 04 
33 Whitemans Close (arable) 4 2 39 
34 Whitemans Meadow 5 0 24 
96 Whitemans Orchard (grass) 5 2 37 


Whitemans Close and Whitemans Meadow were on the east side of Lutterworth Road. 
Whitemans Orchard was a portion of the land between Main Street and Catthorpe Road, 
opposite the Weightman cottage in Main Street. 
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